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THS  OpShlng  Statomont  in 
Defonoo  of  ARi.KIt  Sodac. 

If  it  ploasos  tho  Tribunal,  wo  would  like  to  prosont  cruntor- 
ovidonco  in  refutation  of  tho  oharagoa  and  asaertiona  of  tho 

Proaocuticn  againat  tho  aoouaod  ARAKI . 

1.  Tho  chargoa  of  tho  Prooooution  againat  ARAKI  aro  aa 

f ollowa  I 

Tegothor  with  all  tho  other  aoouaod  i  opunta  1  to  17,  27  to 
32,  34  and  44, 

Together  with  some  othor  aoouaod i  oounta  18,  19,  23,  26, 

26,  33,  36,  46,  46,  47,  and  51  to  56, 

Tho  Proaocution,  h'wovnr,  printa  out  only  tho  f-'llrwing 
publio  oareor  of  ARAKIi 

Miniator  of  Wo  r  (Doo,  13,  1931  ---  Jan,  23,  1934) 

Cabinet  Counoillcr  (Oot,  16,  1937  ---  May  26,  1938  ) 

Miniator  of  Education  (May  26,  1938  ---  Aug,  30,  1939) 

Chairman  of  national  Spiritual  Mobilization  (Mar,  28,  1939 

Aug,  30,  1939) 

Cabinet  Cpunoillor  (Doo,  1,  1939  ---  Aug,  3,  1940) 

Such  boing  tho  oaso  oxoept  for  ARAKI'a  pcoupatirn  oO  th'.- 
above -mo  nti  “'nod  prsitiona,  tho  ohargos  against  ARAKI  for  tho 
remaining  period  must  be  clearly  exprosaodi  on  tho  cthor  hand 
in  this  ornnoction  tho  Prosecution  "nly  vaguely  onuraoratoa 
ccunts,  against  which,  wo  thorofore  submit,  no  countor- 
ovidonce  is  necessary,  but  only  a  chart  that  will  show  at  a  gin*  o. 
ARAFI’s  non-involvement  with  such  counts  should  suffice, 

2I  Bvidonoo  of  his  n-’n-participation  in  conspiracy, 

Tho  Prosecution  assortod  that  ARAKI  participated  in  o''n- 
apiraoy,  propagated  agr.roaaion  and  instigated  youn|  officers. 

We  will  shDw  that  ARAKI  is  not  a  chauvinist,  n''r  a  Fascist,  lot 
alcno  an  aggro  ss  1  rnis  t ,  but  a  boliovor  in  KO  DO  (tho  Imperial 

Way),  a  genuine  •Nit>’^DniB’n ,  And  the  KO  DO  that  he  boliovod  in 
is  a  modorato,  unbiased  ccurso  of  aorvioo,  and  according  to  its 
80  Doctrine  a  publio  roud,  through  hoavon  and  oarth,  and  an 
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everlasting  path  for  humanity,  which  is  in  falliable  for 
all  ages  and  true  in  all  places.  He  will  further  prove 
his  ideas  are  not  so  superstitious,  self-conceited  and 
conservative  as  to  threaten  world  peace;  that  he  is  a  paci¬ 
fist  and  a  humanitarian;  that  in  all  his  speeches,  articles 
and  actions  he  has  been  advocating  this  KODO  for  world 
peace,  and  that  these  speeches  articles  and  actions  have 
been  definitely  opposed  to  the  instigation  of  propaganda 
and  instruction  for  any  aggressive  war.  As  to  HAKKO  ICHIU 
we  can  clearly  prove  in  what  sense  he  used  the  phrase. 

Y/e  will  prove  that  he  taught  the  Army  to  act  as  the 
Imperial  forces,  which  meant  they  should  carry  out  the 
Imperial  virtue  of  benevolence,  and  that  his  motto  in  training 
the  Army  wasi  "Never  be  resented  by  the  enemy  in  victory; 
be  loved  by  the  natives  during  your  garrison." 

From  his  experiences  in  World  War  1,  he  warned  the  wor*  ’ 
that  warfare  was  deteriorating  to  a  brutal  combat;  that 
even  in  an  inevitable  defensive  war  he  condemned  the  use  of 
poison  gas  or  bacteria  as  a  crime,  and  contended  that  the 
destructive  power  of  weapons  should  be  limited  and  that  war 
damage  upon  women,  children  and  other  non-combatants  should  be 
avoided  at  all  costs.  Ite  will  further  prove  that  he  did  not 
believe,  from  his  view  of  KODO,  that  Inpendlng  political 
Issues  between  Japan  and  such  countries  as  China,  the  Soviet 
Union,  Britain  and  the  United  States  should  be  settled  by 

war;  that  his  past  has  been  a  series  of  struggles  against 
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dicQlisnj  that  Japan  could  not  escape  from  the  \7orld-wido  confusion 
around  I930,  that  Japan  v/cs  suffering  from  unusual  and  doYostctlng 
oorcumstcncos  which  occurred  one  oftor  another. internally  as  well  ce 
oxtornnlly,  that  ho  dcvotr.i  hlrnsolf  to  solving  these  incidents  end 
succeeded  in  settling  thorn  ell  one  by  one.  Jfete.  however,  scans  to 
have  forbidden  him  any  further  efforts,  for  on  Jonucry  1.  I934.  after 
his  settlement  of  the  Pfcnchurinn  Incident,  he  becono  seriously  ill. 
partly  from  his  overwork  end  he  resigned  from  War  Mnlstcrshlp. 

Because  of  his  worry  over  the  miserable  destiny  Japan  was  precipitately 
following,  he  wos  obliged  to  leave  the  political  arena , 

That.  From  his  viewpptitt  of  KDDO  ho  opjxnod  exponslon  of  oporotl ons 
in  the  Chino' Incident,  as  well  as  the  Tripr.rtite  Pact  for  fear  lost 
it  should  load  to  a  sworld  war, 

•ill  the  above  Will  be  proved  by  documentary  as  well  as  oral  evidence. 
3.  Wo  will  prove  thet  it  was  because  of  i'JVJQ's  efforts  t'.a  V  i 
Manchurian  Incident  and  the  1st  Shanghai  Incident  were  settled  with 
the  least  possible  damoge.  thus  preventing  them  from  developing  into 
0  wholesale  disturbance  of  East  .^ia, 

Wb  will  show  that  tho  J^nchurirn  Incident  had  some  factors  which 
oouia  Kdto  loca  to  o  groot  latorn.~tlonnl  oruptloni  that  tho  Inctaont 
hod  hrokon  out  throo  ronthc  boforc  oo  that  It  could  not  bo  rotumod  to 
Statua  quo  onto  uhon  dP-.Ki  non  cppolntod  Wnlotor  of  war,  and  that  in 
Itnchuria  tho  ^ovomnt  for  undopondonoc  hod  boon  broulng  hocauoo  of  Ita 
hiotorlool  background  and  hrd  ouayod  tho  ontlrc  hbnchurlan  population. 
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This  however,  has  already  boon  prowon,  to  foire  extent,  in  the  gonerel 
phaso.  Wo  will  however  show  that  the  measures  taken  by  him  since  he 
become  War  Minister  wore  neither  aggressive  nor  indicative  of  occupation* 
but  aimed  at  the  protection  of  Japan's  rights  end  interests  and  hor 
residents,  in  accordonce  with  intornotional  lew  and  v/oro  the  realization 
of  a  cabinet  decision  to  teminete  hostilities  at  the  earliest  possible 
dete;  that  there  were  two  measures  to  bo  taken  to  coose  fire,  that  one 
wos  to  pacify  dis  turbcncos  by  bandits,  and  to  repulse  other  challenging 
.ectivities  end  to  conclude  a  truce  and  the  other  xtna  to  calm  Japan's 
internal  excitement  and  to  make  the  nation  reflect  upon  hersolf,  and  thot 
Buccoedod  in  realizing  these  two  steps  perfectly.  Further,  that 
/iRAE  was  olwcys  prudent  in  dooling  with  ostnblishnent  end  recognition 
of  Minchukuo»  that  he  fulfilled  his  duty,  respecting  the  opinions  of  the 
Foreign  Office  authorities  and  in  acting  accordance  with  the  Govornnont's 
principle  thrt  ho  not  only  msde  efforts  to  cease  hostilities,  and  t'. 
prevent  them  from  expending  into  genorol  disturbances,  but  that  ho  » 
tried  to  propose,  despite  strong  opposition  and  even  at  the  risk  of  his 
life,  a  Bar  Eastern  peace  conference  with  c  view  to  establishing  a 
foundation  for  pence  in  the  East;  thot  at  his  resignation  on  account 
of  illness  from  overwork,  he  entrusted  the  Cobinet  with  his  plon  to 
secure  peace.  We  will  establish  this  fact. 

Wo  will  further  show  that  as  to  international  relations,  he  always 
followed  a  principle  of  mutuol  cooperations  that  he  opposed  a  premature 

*  4  - 


PURL :  http  ://www.  legal- tools .  org/doc/c96 1 9e/ 


V 

k 


Dof.  Doc. 

recognition  of  ftinchukuoj  thnt  r.fter  tho  Shrnghoi  Incident  he  effected 
evfcuetion  of  cll  the  nilitnry  personnel  despite  powerful  oppositionf 
thet  he  wus  the  Irst  njrn  to  egroo  to  withdrew  from  tho  Leeguo  of 
Nations.  When  he  Ic^od  this  to  bo  inevitable,  he  tried  to  establish 
0  plcn  for  world  pence  in  cooporction  with  Great  Britain  end  the 
Uhited  States?  that  in  dealing  with  mllitory  affairs  according  to  tho 
Govornnont's  policies,  he  respected  international  treaties  end  never 

trespassed  beyond  thilr  limits.  Wo  shall  also  establish  tlds  feet 

• 

to  the  satisfaction  of  this  tribunal. 

Further  that  he  respected  the  independence  of  Mnnehukuo  and 
wished  for  her,  cs  in  hor^lcration,  to  bo  on  ideal  state  ns  an 
oasis  of  stability  in  Zest  ;^ia,  and  that  he  hed  no  such  wild  fancy 
os  to  consider  Ifcnchukuo  cs  o  puppet  state. 

k*  Wo  will  establish  the  feet  thot  ARAKT  hod  no  connection  with  the 
^'j-ny  since  I936, 


We  will  also  prove  that  while  .-JL'Ja  was  Minister  of  War.  the 
Mcy  15  Incident  broke  out;  in  which  not  even  one  young  enny  officer 
participated ;that  the  February  26  Incident,  however,  was  on  illegal 
cctlcn  unaortoton  by  you«4  offloora  to  ,h,  aisoroau 
Which  /Jh'iKI  had  alwa:s  advocated?  that  /Jl'ja  was  much  concerned  obout 

it.  and  that  though  quiet  reigned  for  a  time,  after  /Jb'Jd's  resignation 
of  the  post,  they 
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aisllk.d  3ound  and  madarate  Idaaa.  and  at  the 

ineldent  tho.  refused  to  see  hln  when  Minister  of  War  K^lWaSHI 

aakod  thou  to  do  so.  vi  4  , 

,»0  •allL  she*  that  and  five  other  generals  were  g- 

„  leave  actual  servlee  assuMlng  »oral  reeponslhUlt.  for  the  eon- 

,,nlen  caused  hy  the  Incident,  as  It  was  the  proper  and  oMpoeted 

thing  to  do  because  It  should  have  been  Incumbent  upon  an,  superior 

efflcor  Of  the  arc,  to  have  known  and  prevented  It  In  Its  Inoop- 

tlen  oven  though  the,  were  unaware  of  such  activities,  that  as  soon 

as  they  retired  fron  active  service  a  syste.  was  enforced  tha  a  , 

minister  of  War  should  bo  appointed  from  the  active  list,  w  c 

was  al«d  particularly  at  those  six  generals  to  deprive  thoM 

from  bocorain:i  a  Minister  of  War,  at  any  time  in  the 

Wltnoss  ya-lAh,,  Ryuklchl  introduced  to  the  court  the  so- 
called  KODO  group.  We  will  prove  that  there  existed  no  such 
party,  that  such  a  nonlnatlon  was  not  Made,  nor  asserted  oy  uRk 
I  hll  friends,  but  that  sene  one  or  another  began  to  call  those 
,  Who  wore  In  sympathy  with  K0I>01s» .onch  as  aRkKI,  the  KOOO  group. 
We  will  further  show  that  those  who  rejected  such  KODO  splrltu- 
use.  as  being  too  unwieldy  and  considered  above  everything  also 
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control  or  nn  oil  mobilization  compalpn  system  like  that  of 
Germany  In  World  War  I  were  called  the  Control  group.  ’.Ve  will  '  1 
establish  the  fact  that  almost  all  of  the  so-called  KODO  group  I 

were  expelled  from  the  Array  on  the  pretext  of  liquidation  j 

after  the  February  26  Incident,  though  they  hade  no  connec-  ^ 

tlon  with  It. 

We  will  show  tlxat  the  Prosecution  has  mistaken  Gen.  A7AKI 
as  a  leader  of  the  military  clique.  We  will  prove  that  the  /Jy 

world-wide  fame  of  Gen.  AFAKI  was  won  15  years  ago  by  his  | 

meritoreous  service  when  he  had  settled  perfectly  the  Manchurian 
Incident-  preventing  It  from  affecting  all  i^'ast  Asia,  and  we  '  -  = 

well  explain  by  evidence  and  the  reason  why  he  himself  who  had 

beon  so  famous  was  soon  expelled  from  the  Army  and  Navyr  even 
once  organized  a  cabinet. 

s.  'Ha  will  establish  the  fact  that  though  pr-lnoe  KONOya; 

asked  ASAKl  to  settle  the  China  Incident,  ARAKI  could  not  do  ' 

<L  _  ■ 

SO  In  his  capacity  of  Minister  of  civil  affairs. 

we  will  show  that  Prince  KONOW  recognized  the  sincere 
and  earnest  desire  for  peace  in  Gen,  ARAKI,  and  others, 
who  were  called  the  KQDO  group  when  the  Prince  made  every  ’ 
effort  to  have  them  try  to  help  settle  the  China 
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Incidont  as  they  had  done  with  the  l<ianohurian  -lacidont. 

•<0  will  prove  that  cabinet  oounoillorship  '/as  a  systen  created 
by  irinco  KOIJCYE  with  tlie  object  of  settling  the  Incident  v/ith  the  ^ 

help  of  such  prudent  laen  as  Gon.  ivH*»KI  oven  in  hio  retireiaont  and 
others  and  that  ho  mdo  together  with  Messrs.  UCri»KI  and  IKED/*, 

ontor  his  cabinet  after  the  above -no  nti  one  d  renovation,  as  they  would 
bo  useless  to  hin  outside  the  cabinet. 

However  wa  will  further  show  that  after  his  renovation  of  the 
cabinet  I'rince  KONOYE  hurriedly  organized  a  systen  of  The  five  Minister- 
conference  (Prenier,  «or,  Havy,  Foreign,  and  Finance  Ministers)  wh^h 

Til  f  K '  1  <■  r  •< 

practically  nullified  his  previous  plan  as  Ministor  of  Sduoation,y*IliJCl 

to 

had  no  opportunity  whatsoever  in  this  capacity^nako  any  contributions  to 

settling  the  Incident  even  though  he  was  a  cabinet  member . 

•<o  will  iioM  also  that  there  ./as  no  truth  to  the  fact  that  Education 

Minister  strengthened  military  training  at  schools,  as  ho  was 

opposed  to  expansion  of  the  Incident j  that  he  opposed  banishment  of 

BCU3  Jewish  professors,  and  that  ho  made  an  address  to  .unerican  NIbSIs  I 

(when  requested  for  his  advice)  to  the  effect  that  if  there  should  be  r*  ■’ 

j  '  ' 

any  '..'or  between  Japan  and  /«;iorica  it  was  their  duty  as  good  citizens  to  J 
bo  Ipyal  and  faitliful  to  the  U.S.,  and  that  if  it  afflicted '.then  morally  , 
they  should  do  their  best  to  prevent  any  such  war.  will  establish  the 
fact  that  ho  opposed  olii.'ination  of  English  from  school  curriculuns  as  it 

ooant  isolated  self-complacency j  that  ho  contended  that  Japan's  cultural 
agreement  should  bo  reached  not  only  with  Germany  tut’ with  the  whole  worlds 


il 
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further  that  for  the  first  tine  it  was  Baron  Araki  v/ho  provided  for 
Christianity  in  the  religions:  association  law,  and  that^in  this 
v/ay  his  deeds  v/ero  always  in  opposition  to  an  aggressive  war. 
•«e.v/ill  show  by  evidence  that  the  NCMCMLJi  and  the  KU 

iEiJG  Incidents  were  border  issues  that  brc^e  out  at  that  tine,  and 
tliat  as  ho  was  Minister  of  iiducation  he  had  no  oonneotion  with  then; 
that  luid  deep  sytipathy  with  and  •  understanding  of  tlie  Russian 

people,  but  tlxat  he  was  anxious  to  prevent  Bolshevisation  by  the 
3rd  Internationale  and  that  notwithstanding  he  did  not  nako  aty 
preparations  to  prcuote  aggressive  action  against  the  Soviet  Union. 
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V.o  will  clearly  show  that  the  chairmanship  the  National  Spiritual 
Mobilization  Committoo  v,ns  only  a  natural  concurrent  position  of  a  Minister 
of  Jiduoation,-  that  it  was  a  tjipo  of  spiritual  elevation  movement,  and  that 
the  jTosocution  toa«cinl»takon  it  for  the  charirmanship  of  a  deliberation  > 

council  u;.der  the  i^ational  Mobilization  law  which  was  fundamentally  dif¬ 
ferent  f"oa"  the  former. 

6.  Wc  will  prove  that  after  his  retirement  from  public  life  ARAKI  had  no 
connection  with  the  current  problems. 

V.o  will  Blaow  that  realizing  a  Ministee  of  civil  affairs  was  quite 
futile  in  solvj.ng  tiie  incident  he  retired  from  any  administrative  office 
with  his  resignation  from  the  HIRANWrA  Cabinet. 

V<e  v.ill  establish  the  fact  that  his  councillor  ship  in  the  itBE  and  the 
YONAI  Cabinets  was  accepted  in  consideration  of  his  friendship  r/ith  both  ' 

view  of  their  earnest  requostsj  that  a  cabinet  councillor 
system  had  become  purely  nominal  by  ttet  time,  and  that  the  Prosecution 
has  oonim'ndtd  the  Cabinet  oounoilloi’  system  (established  on  Oct,  15,  I937) 
with  ttiO  cabinet  advisory  council  system  (organized  in  T^arch*  1943);  that 
the'so  offices  were  created  for  different  ebjeotives,  and  that  the'eabinet 
#CUi;cillor ,  mooxine  having  been  accused  on  account  of  his  holdhg  this  post, 
was  an  honorary  post,  ihaving  merely  the  function  privately  to  slato  his 
opinions  to  the  Premier  without  any  official  responsibility. 

W«  will,  prove  that  4t  the  formation  of  the  YONAI  Cabinet  Premier  YONAI  J 

asked  jtRjiJ.  to  be  Home  Minister  to  cooperate  with  him  in  settling  tha  ^ 

incident,  but  that  ho  refused  the  offer  on  the  ground  that  he  was  not  • 
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suffioiontly  confident  in  view  of  the  gnoral  trend  of  the  tiire,  and 

that  thus  ho  v.as  not  in  touch  with  political  activitios. 

Wo  will  show  by  onclusive  evidence  that  at  the  formation  of  the 

2nd  KONO'fE  Cabinet,  Iremicr  KDUOYE  sent  the  Chief  Cabinet  Secretary 

to  «iRAKI  asking  him  to  M  a  Cabinet  Councillor,  that  when  refused 

it  the  Premier  himself  visited  him  at  his  residence,  that  though  they 

hotly  discussed  the  mother  for  about  five  hours,  ilPiJGL  did  not  nc;ept  oven 

that  poot,  as  he  wac  strenTly  cppOcsJ  to  the  Imperial  Hule  Assistance 

Association  and  the  Tripai•ti^.e  Tact,  and  that  from  this  time  their  public 

intercourse  was  suspended  for  all  time  thereafter. 

V.o  will  present  evidence  in  covering  conspiracy,  the  ManchurififlQ 

^  0 

Incident,  the  China  Incident,  and  AHAIQ's  activities  after  his  retLrment , 

/•s 

dealing  with  tlk,  nbovc -mentioned  six  items  in  complete  and  conclusive 
refutation  and  denial  of  all  the  chargos  in  the  Indictmont. 
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